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Abstract: On June 18, 2004, the Department of Homeland Security – Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) commenced Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) flight operations from Libby Army Airfield, Sierra Vista, Arizona, in support of the Arizona Border Control Initiative (ABCI).  ABCI’s main objective was to increase the Border Patrol presence and effectiveness along the Arizona/Mexico border.  Along with across the board increases in resources, ABCI also added an unmanned aircraft system (UAS) to their toolkit and selected the Elbit Systems Ltd. Hermes 450.  From June through October 2004, the Hermes system flew more than 50 missions and almost 600 flight hours in support of CBP’s Tucson Sector operations.  Since that time, CBP has acquired a Predator system to conduct border patrol missions.  This presentation will talk about specific experiences of the author who was directly involved in the Hermes operations as well as general observations of using this technology in this new mission area. The introduction of a UAS into this domain has attracted both local and national press interest and this presentation provides an on-scene perspective.

Biography: Jeff Goldfinger retired from the United States Navy upon completion of twenty years of service as a Naval Flight Officer.  During his military career, he accumulated over 1500 hours in various tactical aircraft including the E-2C Hawkeye, FA-18B Hornet and the A-6E Intruder.  Additionally, he was a qualified Pioneer UAV internal pilot and served as the Officer-in-Charge of a shipboard Pioneer detachment during an Indian Ocean/Arabian Gulf deployment.  Jeff’s shore duty assignments included three separate tours as an advanced tactics instructor and one tour as an Aviation Mishap Investigation and Reporting instructor.  In 2004, Jeff was a program manager for the company that provided the Hermes UAS flight crew for CBP operations in Arizona.  He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science and is currently employed as the Director of Unmanned Systems Applications at L-3 Communications, Sensors & Simulation Group.
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